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supreme and absolute power cannot conclude itself, Chapter
neither can that which is in nature revocable be made    —1
fixed; no more than if a man should appoint or declare
by his will that, if he made any later will, it should
be void. And for the case of the Act of Parliament,
there is a notable precedent of it in King Henry the
Eighth's time, who, doubting he might die in the minor-
ity of his son, provided an Act to pass, that no statute
made during the minority of a Bang should bind him
or his successors, except it were confirmed by the King
under his Great Seal at his full age. But the first Act
that passed in King Edward the Sixth's time was an
Act of repeal of that former Act; at which time never-
theless the King was minor. But things that do not
bind may satisfy for the time." In the case of Ireland
in 1782 the mere repeal of the Statute of George I.
declaring the legislative subordination of Ireland to
the British Parliament was held insufficient by a section
of Irish opinion, and the process of relaxation of
supremacy was completed, as it was held, by the Act
of 1783, which explicitly renounced the right to legis-
late for Ireland.1 The assumption, however, of the Irish
patriots was that the British Parliament never had had
the right to legislate for Ireland and that this was an
assumed power. No such possibility existed in the case
of the Dominions, for the power to legislate for them
was evidenced by their existence and their constitu-
tions, and even in the case of the Irish Free State the
Act of 1922 which confirmed the constitution of the
State expressly reserved the right of legislation in such
cases, as it was legitimate to legislate for the Dominions.
It was impossible, therefore, to follow the Irish pre-
1 Keith, Const. Hist, of the First British Empire, p. 381t

